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was no longer possible for the League to defer definite action. On the
27th January, 1933, the Committee suggested to Bolivia and Paraguay
that a small commission1 should be sent to the Chaco cto study the
situation in consultation with the two Governments, and, so far as
possible, with the representatives on the spot of the Powers which are
collaborating in trying to find a solution of the dispute; and, should
hostilities unhappily be still continuing when the commission arrives
on the spot, to report to the Council whether it can arrange, or assist
in arranging, for their cessation'. This proposal was not welcomed by
either of the parties to the dispute. Bolivia wished to defer considera-
tion of it on the ground that the Commission of Neutrals had not yet
completed their efforts, while Paraguay referred to a plan which was
under discussion by the A.B.C.P. group of countries. The Neutral
Commission, to whom the proposal was communicated, also took the
view that the League would do well to postpone intervention pending
the result of further American attempts to find a solution which were
then in progress. Accordingly, the proposal for the despatch of
a League Commission remained in suspense for some months, while
the initiative passed from the Commission of Neutrals to the neigh-
bours of Bolivia and Paraguay.
On the 20th December, 1932, the State Department at Washing-
ton announced that nineteen American countries had urged Bolivia
and Paraguay to accept the proposal made public by the Commission
of Neutrals on the 15th December, After the rejection of that proposal
by Paraguay, the Neutral Commission appear to have felt that they
had come to an end of their own resources, and they invited Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, and Peru to make suggestions with a view to putting an
end to the situation which had now been in existence in the Chaco for
six months. Chile was the only one of the four Powers to submit
definite proposals in reply to this invitation, but when the Chilean
Government began, through diplomatic channels, to sound the
Governments at La Paz and Asuncion on these proposals (which did
not differ very greatly in substance from that made by the Neutral
Commission in December), they found that Argentina was also
exploring the possibility of mediation. In order to avoid working
at cross-purposes, the Argentinian and Chilean Foreign Ministers
arranged to hold a conference, for the discussion of peace proposals
and also of certain questions outstanding between their countries.
This conference took place at Mendoza, in Argentina, on the 1st and
1 The suggestion was that the commission should consist of three members—
one national of the United States, one of Argentina, and one of some European
country.

